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In this form the general tone is dark and smoky and the
marking is more in the form of regular tranverse pencilling
than is normally the case : but the appearance is not very
unnatural, and the creation of a distinct species out of'this
variety is not to be wondered at. Most of the specimens
on record have occurred in Ireland., but a few have been seen
elsewhere. Until recently it had not been recorded from
India, but shortly before I left Calcutta in 1903 a fresh
specimen of a snipe was brought to me for identification
which was an undoubted example of this form. The
whole case of Sabine's Snipe much reminds one of the
black variety of the leopard, which similarly occurs as a
sudden and sporadic variation, but is more common in
some places than in others. The bill in this species is
brown, paler at the base and darker at the tip; the eyes are
also brown, and the legs olive-green. In the only fawn
coloured variety I have seen alive, the bill, feet and eyes
were of the ordinary colour.
In this Snipe the females run a little larger than the males,
and have longer bills. The length is about eleven inches
with the bill two and a half, the shank one and a quarter,
closed wing five, and tail two and a quarter. The Common
Snipe is found over most of the Old World, breeding
throughout most of Europe and in Central and Northern
Asia, and wintering to the southward in Northern Africa
and Southern Europe as well as in our Indian Empire.
Towards Southern India and in Ceylon it is rare, as also to
the eastward in Assam and Burma. The nature of the
ground it requires would naturally tend to cause its abun-
dance to vary locally and likewise from year to year. It
may come down from the north before the end of August,
and remain till May ; but from September to March is the
usual period of its stay with us in the plains. In Kashmir
it undoubtedly breeds, although the eggs have not been
found ; and probably it will be found as a resident in
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